
To Whom it may Concern, 
I am writing in support of HB 5140, An Act Concerning the Hand-Harvesting of Horseshoe Crabs. 
I have lived near the shoreline of Joshua Cove in Guilford for the past 23 years. For many of those years, 
I observed large numbers of Horseshoe Crabs lining the beach during spawning season. Several years 
ago we began to see men in pickup trucks filling barrels with the crabs, presumably to use for bait. It is 
now rare to see a crab when we walk on the beach. We still see the men collecting them at night, so 
there must be something left to attract them, but the reduction in the number of Horseshoe Crabs we 
observe is extreme.  
 
I fear that if something isn’t done to stop this practice, the species will be lost. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jonathan B. Bishop 
 


